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Office of Congressional fgairs 
Secur e:! ^1 
Open: 



Subject: Due-Outs from HPSCI Coffee 

fc 11 



Date: 09/1 4/2012 11:29 AM 0. 



1 /. 



Z 7 ^ 



This message is digitally signed. 



Classification^ 



T7/NOFORN 



For the Committee: 

1) "White Paper" on press guidance (OPA, OGC, Dl, NE) 

"We've already spoken to OPA who will be coording with the WH as well 

2) Paper on motivations for Green on Blue violence (OSA) 

3) Contact State Leg! Affairs for questions on document destruction at consulate (OCA) 

1 i 



For DCIA: 



1) Cable(s) to 



warning of protests linked to the film and response (NE) 



2) Cable(s) to stations on 9/11 security (DS, NCS) 

Please send Committee responses to OCA for 7th floor coord. 
Please send DCIA responses to ODCIA. 
Thank you! 
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Classificatlon:- COMF I DCNTiAt Classified By: 2... 09/14/2012 03:19:00 PM 



From: 
To: 



Date: 
Subject: 



r 



L'4 cTA 



^5 



ij: re 



^Stephen W. Pfeston/STF/A(p NCY@WMA, 



qc-C I 

09/14/2012 03:WPW 

Re: Looping ODNCS — Re: Fw: FLASH coordination - white paper.for HPSCI Per DCIA Request 



Classification . CONflDC N T I AL 



Good point that it could be interpreted this vray - perhaps better stated that we know they participated in 
the protests. We do not know who was responsible for thedeaths. 



C'4 o't A I 
Directo r, Office o f Terrorism Analysis 
secur e:! I 
open: | 
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To: 

Cc: 



Date: 
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I Stephen W. Fresion/i> i i-wyiEiNor <uvvivi«, 
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Re^LcoplnqODNCS 1 - Re: Fw: FLASH coordination - white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request 



Classification :~COf<IFIDENflAt— 



CONFIDENTIAL 



Good question - I'll defer to] ^Jj[^ |cc'd) given the CT angle. 
(Added in OGC and OPA.as well as.FYI). 



Second tick says we know extremists with ties toAQ participated in the attack, which implies complicity in 
the deaths of the American officers. Do we know this? 
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J Stephen W. Preston/STF/AGENCY@WMA 



09/14/2012 02:52 PM 

Re: Looping ODNCS - Re: Fw: FLASH coordination — white paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request 



Classification 



Second tick says we A/Kwextremists with ties to AQ participated ' in the attack, which implies complicity in 
the deaths of the American officers. Do. we know this? 



Classification: CONFIDEN TI AL-C l a ssified By: 2... 
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>, , [Stephen W. Preston/S I F/AGENCY@WMA 



Date: 
Subject 



09/14/2012 02:39 PM 

Looping ODNCS -Tite-Fw: FLASH coordination - while paper tor HPSCI Per DCIA Request 



Classification . CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



3 



I zTA \ NE coords on the below paper, to include the earlier edits. 

We have looped in ODNCS and others.to ensure everyone has a chance to review given the 
urgency at which this is being requested. 

For ODNCS - at this morning HPSCI coffee with DCIA, HPSCI members eagerly sought some 
sort of "white paper" they could use to reply to numerous media requests asking for comments 
on other infiammatorypress articles regarding the Benghazi attacks. 



HPSCI has asked for unclassified points Immediately that they can use in talking to the media. I have 
been asked to provide a bit on responsibility. NE is pulling together the final product. In addition to other 
topics, NE will add material about warnings we gave to Cairo prior to the demonstrations, as well as 
material on warnings we issued prior to 9/1 1 anniversary. Please, take a quick look to see if you believe 
that this is A ) accurate and B) unclass. 



For CTC/legal \ b i ta sked that I send this to you and anybody you think needs to see in OGC to 



make sure that nothing we are saying here is likely to impact any potential future legal prosecution . 
Thanks 



• We believe based on.currently available information that the attacks in Benghazi were spontaneously 
inspired by the protests. at the US Embassy in. Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US 
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional Information is 
collected and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society . That 
being said, we do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-Qa'ida participated in the attack. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansaral-Sharia. The group has since released a statement 
that the its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were 
involved. Ansaral-Sharia 's facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need 
for jihad to counter what it views as false interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 

» The wide availability of 'weapons and 'experienced 'fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the 
lethality of the attacks. 

• Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign. Interests in Benghazi by 
unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We 
cannot rule out that individuals had previously. surveilted the US facilities , also contributing to the 
efficacy of the attacks. 

• We ate workingwith Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice 
those responsible tor the deaths of US citizens. 
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7 



To: I A/-f I 

Date: 09/14/2012 02:27 PM 

Subject: Fw: FLASH coordination - white paper for HPSCI 

Classificatio n : CONFIDENTIAL - . 



Sorry, sent to the wrong | [ .. 

Director . Office o f Terrorism Analysis 
secur e: | | 
open:P 



— Forwarded by 



£/(4 cTsj 



From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 



on 09/14/2012 02:27 PM — 



09/14/2012 l2:49T»ra 

Fw: FLASH coordination - white paper forHPSCI 



Classification ^CONFIDENTIAL 



I didnl ask NE/INT. Just CTC/INT. 

Please see the one suggested addition from OGC. 

Let me know if you need anything;else. Also, please be sure that Dl FO gets a copy. 



I <-' M i ~<E3 
Director , Office of Terrorism Analysis 
secur e: C I 
open:P 



- — Forwarded by 



From: 
To: 

Cc: 



C'1 or 4 



in 09/14/2012 12:47 PM- 




CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



.V 



Off 



Date: - 09/14/201 2T2I23PM' 

Subject: Re: FLASH coordination - white paper for HPSCI 



Classification: CONF1DEN I IAL . 



~ '' ve consulted with colleagues and the only statement that might have implications for 
future prosecution is the first bullet recommend adding the text indicated to add some 
insulation: please let me know if you have any questions, thanks. 



Classification: CONriDOJTiAL - C lassified By: 2... 



09/14/2012 11:15:24 AM 



From: 
To: 



Cc: 



Date: 
Subject: 




09/14/2012 11:15 AM 
FLASH coordination - white paper for HPSCI 



Classification :-eONBeENflAtr 



HPSCI has asked for unclassified points Immediately that they can use in talking to the media. I have 
been asked to provide a bit on responsibility. NE is pulling together the final product. In addition to other 
topics. NE will add material about warnings we gave to Cairo prior to the demonstrations , as well as 
material on warnings we issued prior to 9/1 1 anniversary. Please take a quick look to see If you believe 
that this is A ) accurate and B ) unclass . 



For CTC/Legal. | . | asked that I send this to you and anybody you.think needs to see in OGC to 
make sure that nothing we are saying here is likely to impact any potential future legal prosecution . 

Thanks 



a We believe based on currently available Information that the attacks in Benghazi were spontaneously 
inspired by the. protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US 
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional .information is 
collected and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated . 



CONFIDENTIAL 
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TUWllLiLWTlAL-- 



•. The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society . That 
being said, we do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-Qa'.!da participated jn the attack. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Arisar alASharia. The group has since released a statement 
that the its leadership did not order.the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were 
involved. Ansar al-Sharia's facebook page aims to spread sharia'm Libya and emphasizes the need 
for jihad to counter what it views as-false interpretations of Islam , according to.ari open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the 
lethality of the attacks. 

• Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by 
unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We 
cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the. US facilities , also contributing to the 
efficacy of the attacks. 

• We are working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners.in an effort to help bring to justice 
those responsible for. the deaths of US citizens. 
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Director . Offi ce of Terrorism Analysis 
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Classification i-CONflDCNTIAt — 



CONFIDENTIAL 



C94 0&9 . . . 

Friday, September 14, 2012 11:17 AM 

Vietor, Tommy . g i 

Rhodes,. Benjamin A>'-> ^ • -'-^ ^ 
Congressional talking points, en route this afternoon for coord 

Tommy: . 

Echoing my voicemail to you: 

You should be seeing some "White Paper" talking points from us this afternoon for coordination. They are for 
Congressional use, per their request, re Benghazi issues. 



Thanks, 




Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



From: 
Sent: 

. "o: 
Jc: 

Subject: 



From: 
Sent: 

Jubject: 
Attachments: 



^ Friday. Seoj c 



September 14, 2012 3:00 PM 



Cleaned HPSCI TPs 
CteanedHPSCI Talking Points for Use with the Media.doc 



to 



HPSCI Talking Points for Use with the Media 

14 September 2012 



e We believe based on currently available information that the attacks in Benghazi 
were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and 
evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. 
This assessment.may change as additional information is collected and analyzed 
and currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

o The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from, across many sectors of 
Libyan society. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al- 
Qa'ida participated in the attack. 




• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ahsar al-Sharia. The group has since 
released a statement that the its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not 
deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's faCebook page aims 
to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need.for jihad to counter what it views 
as false interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contributed to the lethality of the attacks.- 

• Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in 
Benghazi by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British 
Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled 




» We are working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help 
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Prom: 1 e. *\ 

ient: Friday, September 14. 2012 3:04 PM ^ 

"o: Vietor. T omm y: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; /v is - - ^ 



CM 



Cc: 

Subject: HPSCI talking points for review 

Colleagues: 

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with:the media. 
Please review the below.and respond with your comments ASAP. 
Thanks very much. 



Chief, Media Relations 
□A Office of Public Affairs 



HPSCI Talking Points for Use with the. Media 
14 September 2012 

We believe based on currently available information that the attacks in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additional Information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated; 

o The crowd almost certainly was a mix of Individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. That being said, we 
do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-Qa'ida participated in the attack. 

» Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a-statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's 
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 

a The wide availability of weapons and-experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. 

o Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified 

assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out that individuals 
had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. 

• We are working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners.In an effort to help bring to justice those 
; responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 
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From: 

Sent: 

"o: 

Cc: 

Subject: 




ber 14, 20T2 3:27 PM 
v~ieto r. Tom my; Rhodes, Benjamin. J.; 



RE: HPSCI talking points for review 



Colleagues: 

We still have a number of components coordinating here on these points and we will have further edits. We are multi 
tasking due to the time constraints. 

I'll send you an updated version around 1600 today. 

Thanks, 



Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM 



To: Vi etor, Tommy: Rhodes, Benjamin J^J />J£S jfjUtSS £mM &lts& 
Subject: HPSCI talking points for review 
Colleagues: 

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DC1A for use with the media. 
Please review the below and respond with your comments ASAP. . 
Thanks very much. 



Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



HPSCI Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

We believe based on currently available information that the attacks.fn Benghazi-were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. 

The crowd almost certainly was a mix:of'iridividuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. That being said, we 
do know that Islamic extremists with ties to ai-Qa'ida participated in the attack. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 




From: Stephen W. Preston 
General Counsel 



Date; 09/14/2012 04:20.PM 



Classification^ 



Subject: Re: Looping ODNCS - Re: Fw: FLASH coordination 
white paper for HPSCl Per DCIA Request □ 

To: 

:Cc: 



This message is digitally signed. 



Folks, I know there is a hurry to get this out, but we need-to hold'it long enough to ascertain whether 
providing it conflicts with express instructions from NSS/DOJ/FBI that, in light of the criminal investigation , 



we are not to generate statements with a 
mention for public release.. I am copying^ 
the tasking arising from the HPSCl coffee. 



nts aS'to who did this , etc. — even internally, not to 
l.x.'Ci f=d>who may be more familiar with those instructions and 



0£C 



ClassificationreQMr.lDCMTIAL Classified By: 2... 
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 



Date: 
Subject: 



hid 



a/} fb 



373 



USCJO. 



Stephe n W. Presto n /STF/AGSNCY@WMA, 



09/14/2012 03:29 PM 

Re: Looping ODNCS — Re: Fw: FLASH coordination - white paper for HPSCl Per DCIA Request 



Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 



OGC coords, on the TPs, including the change to the second tick noted by - if 



All content within this email; Including attachments and email threads, carry the controls 

fr yen when not specified in the classification line unless otherwise noted . 



CONFIDENTIAL. 
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UNCLASSIFIED 




From: 



Chief, Media Relations Branch White House 
Office of Public Affaire jo- - 

Date: 09/14/2012 04:42 PM _ ' 

Cc: -' 



Subject: HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for review before 



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 



C'l rv. 



For review before sending to the White House: 



St4 i\f4 



HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 



•The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi 
were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and 
evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex . 
This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed 
and currently available information continues to be evaluated . On 10 September we 
warned of social media reports calling for a demonstration in front of the Embassy 
and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 



•The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of 
Libyan society.. The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible. That being 
said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated in tile violent demonstrations . 



•Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since 
released a statement that its leadership did not order the attacks , but did not deny 
that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's Facebook page aims to 
spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as 
false interpretations of Islam . according to an open source study. 



•The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contributed to the lethality of the attacks. 



UNCLASSIFIED' 



< 



UNCLASSIFIED 



•The Agency, has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to 
al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern Libya. These noted that, since April, there have 
been.at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified 
assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We 
cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also 
contributing to the efficacy of the attacks .- [ 



•The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in 
an effort to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens . 
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Open: 
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C/4 oft 



From: 
Sent: 
'©: 

Cc: 

Subject: 



Vietor, Tommy: [Thomas F. Vietor@who.e6p.gov] 
Friday, September 14, 2012 4:57 PM " 



2. 



1 Rhodes, Be njamin J.; [ /t- ^, i> , '? > 



r/4 o<r 



RE: HPSCI; talking points for review 



2 |is there an updated version of this l ean circulate internally?. 



f/\ tiff/' 



From: 

Sent: Friday, Septembe r 14, 2012 3:27 PM 
Tod j Vletor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | A>i S S ty^/ /?.'> 



Subject: RE: HPSCI talking points for review 
Colleagues: 

We still have a number of components coordinating here onthese. points and we will have further edits. We are multi- 
tasking due to the time constraints. 

. 

I'll send you an updated version around 1600 today. 
Thanks, 



From V 



Sent: Friday, September .14, 2012 3:04 PM 



To: Vietor. Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; AsSS &$±S_ t~>A//teis 



Cq 

Subject~HPSa talking points for review 
Colleagues: 

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with the media. 
Please review the below and respond with your comments ASAP. 
Thanks very much, 




Chief, lvTedia Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



HPSCI Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 



l 
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From: 

Sent: 

"o: 

Cc: 

Subject: 



"Fnaay, September 14* 2012 5:04 PM 
Vletor, Tommy; Rhodes, B enjamin J.; 

c.j*f . '■> -, > I 



C/4 Cc 



RE: HPSCI talking points for review 



Tommy: 

Very sorry for the delay. We've been steadily working on them and they are now at the final stop before coming to you 
soon. I'll rush them to you as soon as possible. 



C/4 h/fr- 



From: Vletor, Tommy [mallto:Thomas F. Vietor@who.eop.aovl 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 4: 57 PM 



TosJ c .•.'! [.■'' I Rhodes, Benjamin J.; a/ £ <, s S c-sj/J < 



Cc 

Subject: RE: HPSO talking points for review 

|" .'^Jis there an updated version of this I can circulate internally? 



From 

To: 
"c: 



-'A 



C'4 cf£ 



/,1 oca 



14,20123:27 PM 
etor, Tommyj.Rhodes, Benjamin %i 



Subject; RE: HPSa talking points for review 
Colleagues: 

We still have a number of components coordinating here on these points and we will have further edits, 
tasking due to the time constraints. 

I'll send you an updated version around 1600 today. 

Thanks, 



We are multi- 



From: I C (A o/.f 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM 
To: Vletor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 1; " 

Subject: THPSa talking points for review 



Colleagues: 

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with the media, 
/lease review the below and respond with your comments ASAP. 

•1 



ft 



From: [ ^'<^f | 

Sent: Efflaw-Sanlember 14, 201 2 5:05 PM 



:HPSCItalki 



o: 
Cc: 

Subject: RE: HPSCt talking points for review. 

Should we include Shawn Turner on the coord for the points?. 

Senti^day^Septernber 14, 2012 3:27 PM 
To: 'Mt ./> vietor. Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 
.Cc - ■ Jd ^T} 
Subject; RE: HPSQ talking points for review 

Colleagues: ' • 

We still have a number of components coordinating here on these points and we will have further edits. We are multi- 
tasking due to the time constraints. 

I'll send you an updated version around 1600 today. 

Thanks, 



.-'ram: ff] 



Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM 



To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | a, si fi/tgi l-v/a* /"/Ci sj 
Subject: HPSQ talking points for review. 
Colleagues: 

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with the media. 
Please review the below and respond with your comments ASAP. 
Thanks very much. 




Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



HPSCi Talking Points for Use With the Media 
14 September 2012 



l . 



CM 



From: I ■ -v ... 3 



Sent: Fn^iy.^eptember 14, 2012 5:09 PM 

Jc: _cJj*l_A e 1 

Subject: RE: HPSCI talking points for review 

Thanks for the reminder. Yes, . I toid.him we would. 



From;| (\A \ 

Sent : Friday, S eptember 14, 2012 5:05 PM 

Tp j CM tffo 
Cc:L I 

Subject: RE: HPSCI talking points for review 

Should we include Shawn Turner on the coord for the points?. 



From 



Se nt: Frida y, September 14, 2012 3:27 PM 
Tor^^^^yietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 
Cc:t777^ 
Subject' RE: HPSa talking points for review 

Colleagues: 

<A/e still have a number of components coordinating here on these points and we will have further edits. We are multi- 
tasking due to the time constraints. 

I'll send you an updated version around 1600 today. 

Thanks, 



From:' 1 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 PM 
To: Vietor,. Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;^ 



Cel.- > u 4 
Subject: HPSCI talking points for review 

Colleagues: 

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIA for use with the media. 
Please review the below and respond with your.comments-ASAP. 
Thanks very much. 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 




( : t 

Friday, Sep ember 14. 2012 5:09 PM 

Vifttnr Tnmmv Rhnrips Benjamin J.; /US'S - ' ■ S 

t Si - , _ * — — 



Cc: 

Subject: 



1 . Shawn S Turner 

Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



Apologies for the delay. 



Please review this revised version: 



HPSq White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 

14 September 2012 



• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a^irect assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of Individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. 

- 

a Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's 
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 

•• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly-contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. 

o The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern 
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. 

o The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligencepartners in an effort to help bring to justice 
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 



Thanks, 



(14 
offi 



Chief, Media Relations 



i 




From: 
Sent: 

i o: 

Cc: 

Subject: 



Vietor, Tommy [Tlwmas_F._Vietor_ 
Friday, September 14, 2012 5:10 PM 



a* 



]Rhodes, benjamin j.; 



A/ ss MiSS 



Shawn S Turner 

RE: Revised HPSCI Talking. Points for Review 



Thanks. Will vet here now. 



Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM 
To: Vietor. TommvLRhodes, Benja min 3 ; V 
Cc:| | \&t Shawn.Tumerj 



Subject: Revised HPSQ Talking Points for Review 



Colleagues: 

Apologies for the delay. 



. Please review this revised version: 



HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

« The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the! US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as-additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation Is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know. that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were, involved. Ansar al-Sharia's 
Facebook page aims to spread sharia In Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations: of (slam, according to.an open sourcestudy. 

° The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainlycontributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. 



• The Agency has produced numerous pieces oh the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern 
Libya. These noted that, since April; there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the. June attack against the British Ambassador's.convoy. We cannot rule out 
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. 

» The US Governments working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice 
those responsible for the deaths of US, citizens. 

l 
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C/4 o 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

xr. 




FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



: ririav. September 14; 2012 5:20PM 



Colleagues: 



These are talking points for HPSCI's use with the media. They asked the DCIA for them today. 
White House is reviewing and DNI is aware. 



From: oflg 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PN 

b: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; I ^ <//v?f 77 

Cc: liW/^j Shawn S Turner 
Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Colleagues: 

Apologies for the delay. 

Please review this revised version: 



• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment.may. change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations.. 

Initial press reporting linked theattack to Ansar akSharia. The group has since released a statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's 



CM 
eft 



Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



■ 



HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 

14 September 2012 



l 



>3 



Facebook page alms to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 



• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. 

o The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern 
Libya. These noted that> since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack;against the British Ambassador's convoy. We .cannot rule out 
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. 

o The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice 
those responsible for the deaths of US.citizens. 



Thanks, 




Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



- 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Ic: 

Subject: 



FriHau Rn nt embe r 14, 2012 6:04 PM 



REr.Revised HPSCI Talking- Points for Review 



Colleagues: 

I'm told that Chairman . Rogers intends to use these talking points on Sunday. 

Kindly respond to this note indicating that you've reviewed these talking points ASAP. 

Thanks, 



cm W a 



From: I t'/<4 <4 %7 

Sent; F riday, Sept e mber 14, 2012 5:2 PM 
To:[ 



tKt \C/4 ok 1 

Subject: FW: Revised HPSQ Talking Points for Review 

Colleagues: 

FYl. 

.hese are talking points for HPSCI's use with the media. They asked the DCIA for them today. 
White House is reviewing and DNUs aware. 




Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



ay, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM 



To: VIetor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Aj ^v fr m , i^/^^tis 

CcpZ.^Tl Shawn S Turner 

Subject: Revised HPSQ Talking Points for Review 

Colleagues: 

Apologies for the delay.. 

Please review this revised version: 



as 



From: Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F._Vietorj 

Sent: Friday. Sep tember 1 4, 201 2 6:21 

T o: j " v ■' ' R h odes, Ben jamin J.; 



PM 




Cc: Shawn S Turner - .. 

Subject: fl£ Revised.HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



J I know you're trying to move these fast so here's an Initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with 
the State Department in the event that they get mquries. 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

a The currently available infdrmation suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy In Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment.may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 

o The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharla. The group has since released a statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's 
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for Jihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. 

•• The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists iinked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern 
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambasssdo r's convoy. We cannot rule out 
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. 

• The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence, partners. in an effort to help bring to justice 
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 

■ 



OA of 



Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:C 
To: Vietor, Tommy; R hodes, Benja min J.; | /y> t" 

^L^lLuc ^_JSfHmi.Tumeri 3 

Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 
Colleagues: 



From: 

Sent: 

▼o: 

Cc: 

Subject: 



Friday, September 14. 2012 654 PM 
Vieio r . Tommy; Rhodes , Benjamin J.; 



1 



-Jshawn S Turner 



: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy. 



Will send over to STATE. 



From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas_F._Vletor[ 
Sent JMdfflkSeptember 14, 2012 6 :21 PM 
To j ( ^ ^[ Rhodes, Benjamin J. j 
Cd~7 r T jshawn S Turner 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review. 

[^//y | know you're trying to move these fast so here's ah Initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with 
the State Department in the event that they get inquries. 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 

14 September 2012 

• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as.add'rtional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
Information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 



b The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many.sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being sald,.we do know that Islamic extremists participated 
In the violent demonstrations. 

•• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of 'rts members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's 
Facebook page aims to spread sharla in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false 
Interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Ubya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. 

• The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat" of extremists linked to.a I^Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern 
Libya. These noted that, since April/there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. 



From: e '■' 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:33 PM 

T « nulandvg I CT>.»3g ec* < tatf/** 

jc: L_ ■ : ■ 

Subject: HPSCI Talking Points for review 

Colleagues: 

HPSCI requested these talkers from the DCIA this morning. 

The White House has reviewed them and wanted to ensure that .you saw them - especially the portions 
highlighted by the White House. 

Kindly indicate that you have reviewed these points. We are planning on transmitting them to the Hill tonight. 
Thanks, 

er/4 ofa 



HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 

14 September 2012. 

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. 

Initial press reporting linked the attack to Arisar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statementthat its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did hot deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's 
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 

The wide availability of weapons and experienced -fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. 

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda In.BenghazI and eastern 
Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including.the June attack'against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. 

The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and Intelligence partners in an effort.to help bring to justice 
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 



Shawn S Turner 

tember 14, 2012 6:41 PM 



y; Rhodes; Benjamin J.; A/XS /< ,V s_r 



RE: Revised HPSC! Talking Points for Review - 



I've been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line to say: 

o On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging 
jihadists to break into the Embassy. 



From!"'' ' 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM 
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 
Cc i ■■■■■ } Shawn S Turner 



Subject RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 
Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy. 
Will send over to STATE. 



C/4 oft 



~rom: Vietor, Tommy lmailto:Thomas F. Vietori[ 
jente Friday, S eptember 14, 2012 6 21 PM 
Tori C',1 txtf7\ Rhodes, Benjamin 1; 
Cc:T ' j, TSRawnS Turner 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSa Talking Points for Review 

\ ^1 know you're trying to move these fast so here's an Initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with 
the State Department in the event that they get inquries. 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 

.14 September 2012 

• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi ' were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault agalrist the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 

» The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is 
on-gofng as to who is responsible for theviolence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. 

Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's 



- 



From: 

Sent: 

r o: 

Cc: 

Subject: 



Friday. Septemb er 14, 2012 6 :43 PM 

Shaw n S Turner;! <-',■:■; IVi e tor, Tom my; Rhodes, Benj amin J .; 



RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



Nuland, Victoria J;[ 



Looping in State. I think that's a good adjustment. 



From: Shawn S Turner 
Se nt: Friday. S eptember 14, 2012 6:41 PM 

»■ (',V>' r ' • \/Ietnr Tnmmu' Bhnrtec I 



To:! 



} Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin 1; 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSQ Talking Points for Review 

I've been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line to say: 

o On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging 
jihadists to break into the Embassy. 



From* £/4 gjfo 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM 
To: V ietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 
Cc: [£; ^ J Shawn S Turner 
"•ubject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Thanks very much for your prompt response. Tommy. 

Will send over to STATE. 



"4 



From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vietor® 

MS Friday. September 14, 2012 6 :21 PM 

&4&% \ Rhodes, Benjamin J. j A- if Aus^ ^V/r?>i> 1 
awn S Turner 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

fch 1 1 know you're trying to move these fast so here's an Initial round of edits. One small tweak In sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with 
the State Department in the event that they get inqurles. 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 

14 September 2012 

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additional Information is collected and analyzed and currently available 



10 



ca 

From: 
Sent: 
Tp: 

Cc: 

Subject: 



Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F._Vletor^ 

Eridav. Satflafflbar 14, 2012 6:48 PM 

c/4 fehawn S Tumen I Cf 4cS* \ Rhodes, Benjamin J.;l A/IS A>Ji 



jnulandvjf] 



RE: Revised HPSCITalking Points for Review. 
FYI, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those. 



Fromj 



CM o 



Sent Friday, Sep tember 14, 2012 6:43 PM 



To: Shawn.Turner1 c~/«.< pjfy 


/tetor. Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 


C-^ «V A ijt$ nulandvj 




S>7>J7i 





Subject: RE: Revised HPSGI Talking Points for Review 
Looping in State. I think that's a good adjustment. 



From: Shawn S Turner 
Se nt Friday, Se ptember 14, 2012 6:41, PM 
Tod<£/y<f <v*? fetor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSa Talking Points for Review 

I've been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line to say: 

r 

On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging 
jihadists to break into the Embassy. 



From: I c / ; . > 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM 
To : Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; [_ 
Q4 ..• .- \ Shawn S Turner 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCLTalking Points for Review 

Thanks very much for your prompt response. Tommy. 

Will send over to STATE. 



From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vletor 
jday^September 14, 2012 6: 21 PM 



To: 1 f t J Rhodes, Benjamin J.; ^ A i'£ Arr< ^Ao' 
Ca|_ ' . J5hawn S Turner 



Subject: RE: Revised. HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

r4A 



I II know you're trying to move these fast so' here's an Initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with 
the State Department in the event that they get inquiries. 



- i 



From: 

Sent: 

"o: 



Vietor, Tommy (ThornasLF._Vietort 



Friday. Se ptember 14, 2012 6:52 PM 




Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 



Cc: 

Subject: 



I uy/' s I 

1^57 j Shawn S Turner 
REfFtevised HPSCI Talking .Poinfe for Review 



John's edits are below. Mostly in bullet 2. 



I like the edit Shawn sent around. 



From: Vietor, Tommy 
Sent ; Friday , Sep tembe r 14, 2012 6:21 PM 



To: I f'/-f tf fi | Rhodes, Ben jamin J.;( 



Cc f Cf'3d<s} | Shawn.Tumer^ 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review. 



(fy \ know you're trying to move these fast so here's an Initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with 
the State Department in the event that they get iriquries. 



• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations ;in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 

• The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly was a 
mix of individuals. We do know that Islamic-extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that Its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's 
Facebook page alms to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters lrrybya,almost certainlyxontributed to the lethality of 



• The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern 
Libya. These noted that, since- April, there have been at least fivetother. attacks against foreign interests in Benghaz 
by unidentified assailants, includingthe June attack against the, British Ambassadors convoy. We cannot rule out 
that individuals had prevlously-surveilled the'-US=facilities, ato 

• The US Government Is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice 
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 



HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 

,14 September 2012 



the attacks. 



l 




From: I. f/jajt/f A 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:53 PM- 

T o: Vi etor. Tommy: Rhodes. B enjamin J.:| ^ <, ^ , ■ 



Cc: 



Shawn S Turner 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Excellent. Will implement. 
Thanks, Tommy 



From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas_F._VletorC 
h fjlrtav September 14, 2012 6:52 PM 



Twl^rj Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | /vss/,v fl ,w, 

Cc: <9»un<; Turner " - ' ' iA ^V r^- 



Cttl.yfi Shawn S Turner 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

John's edits are below. Mostly in bullet 2. 

I like the edit Shawn sent around. 



From: Vietor, Tommy 
Se nt; Friday, Septembe r 14, 2012 6:21 PM 
Rhodes, Be njamin 1; 
Stown.Turnerif 



'XT 



Subject: RE: 




HPSQ Talking Points for Review 



1 1 know you're trying to move these fast so here's an' Initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with 
the State Department in the event that they get inquries. 



HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations In'Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved intoa direct assault.against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration In front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists: were threatening to break intothe Embassy. 

■ The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly was a 
mix of individuals. We do know that Islamic extremists participated In the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack t6 Ansar al-Sharta. The. group hassince released a statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny thatsome of its members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's 
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in. Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what It views as false 
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study.. 



From: 

Sent: 

*b: 

Cc: 

Subject: 



Nuland, Victoria J [nulandvjC 



Friday, September 14, 2012 7.16 PM 



NSC Deputy Press Secreta ry: cVA <?/V fehawn S Turner; C'- j of* Ihodes, 

Benjam in J.; I n ^V^'n\ /> 



RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



Are these for open or closed hearing? If open/the line about "knowing" there were extremists among 
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium - how. do we:know, who were they, etc... So I'll 
need answers to those if we deploy, that line, tx. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 



From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas_F._Vietoi 
per 14, 2012 6:48 PM 
Shawn.Tumerf 



£/4 pfl 



t/4 <ii 



Nuland, Victoria J; ^Zhn. 



Rhodes, Benjamin J.;| a/^j 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 
FYI, Brenhan will have edits. Im waiting for those. 



" 1 £ ''4. 
t: Friday, September : 



•*rom 
Sent 

To: Shawn.Tumeri 



14,2012 5:43 WT 



"V ie tor, Tomm y; Rhodes, B enjamin J:; 
nulandvjj j SZ-rr-i /V I 



si. 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 
Looping in State. I think that's a good adjustment. 



From: Shawn S Turner 
Sen*- Wfiav S eptember 14, 2012 6:41 PM 



C/4 ,J>t 



Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; a.s jj fhts li i^/V Sa> is 



To: 

Cc: 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

I've been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line-to say: 

• On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging 
jihadists to break into the Embassy. 



From.j aj~oP§ 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM 

o: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; [ ^ / ^^ > 



3H 



CM* ft 

From: 
Sent: 
-o: 
Ce: 

Subject: 



Membe r 14, 2012 7:18 PM 



jZHFs 

Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



r^y "! we are talcing a look and I will respond back. 



Fro* 

To;_ 
Cc: 
Sei 



Cf4 or V 
it: i-n bep 14 ib:U4:u« 2012 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 
Colleagues: 

I'm- told that Chairman Rogers intends to use these talking points on Sunday. 

Kindly respond to this note Indicating that you've reviewed these talking points ASAP. 

Thanks, 



York 



C/a 



V, 



sent; Fri day, S epte mber 14, 2012 5:20 PM 
To: 



Subject: FW:. Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Colleagues: 

fYl. 

These are talking points for HPSCi's use with the media. They asked the DCIA for them today. 
White House is reviewing and DNI is aware. 



04 



Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



'rem: | •-< ~~*\ 
sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09 PM 



To: Vletor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; a;SS &iJ)> 



3< 



From: 
Sent: 
o: 
Cc: 

Subject: 



1 Ct'f t>ft~\ 

Friday, September 14, 20127:29 PM 



CM 



FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 
Guys - - see Toria's question below. Can we soften this a bit? 



From: Nuland, Victoria J [mailtornulandvjC 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 20 12 7:16 PM 



To: NSC Penury Prp s sSecret a rv i Q * c M I Shawn S Turner; t '>>,' , jj Rhodes, Benjamin J.; | A/S 5 

Aj^L q^if, /^A/ZtffSS S7sf7f& 



Subject: HE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Are these for open or closed hearing? If open, the line about "knowing" there were extremists among 
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium - how do we know, who were they, etc... So I'll 
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx. 



This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 



rom: Victor, Tommy fmailto:Thomas F. Vieto 
Se nt: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:48_PH 
To: I <f/^, /'? IShawn.TumerF 




Victoria J; 



Rhodes, Benjamin J.; /{/CST / 



HPSa Talking Points for Review 
FYI, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those. 



« 1 >■ -'1 

: Friday, Septe mber 14, 2uT2 ~5~:43 



From: 
Sent: 

To: Shawn.TurnerL 



PM 



mjjandyjL 



Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Be njamin 1; 



Cef| /y„; qcjQ 
SubjecfTRE: Revved HPSO Talking Points for Review 

Looping in State. I think that's a good adjustment. 



From: Shawn S Turner 

Se nt: Friday, S eptember 14, 2012 6:41 PM . 

To|\ .-. H. Vietor, Tommy;, Rhodes, Benjamin 3.; | AJpC fiir<< Gsr/A.K. 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 
i/e been verycareful not to say we issued'a warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line to say: 



- 



i 



From: Nuland, Victoria J [nulandvjf 



Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM . 

o: Nuland. Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; I - gh awn S Turner; 



r>:.,f w-/^> I Rhodes. Benjamin J.: I Ay £ s > T-r jxs 

a S.7 - jn / > |Sullivan, Jacob J; Adams, David S 

Cc: I C.4b ** ; ■ ... 

Subject: . RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



I just had a convo withl J^Jand | no w understand that these are being prepared to give to Members 



of Congress to use with the media. 

Oh that basis; I have serious concerns about all the parte highlighted below, and arming members of 
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don't 
want to prejudice the investigation. 

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al.Sharia, when we aren't doing that 
ourselves until we have investigation results.:, and the penultimate point could be abused by 
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we 
want to feed that either? Concerned... 



+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here 



This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 



From: Nuland, Victoria J 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 201 2 7:16 PM - ' 

To: NSC Deputy Pr ess Secretary; I Sr^ ! Tume^r^ 1 ^ ^' R hodes, Benjamin J.; 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSGI Talking Points for Review 

Are these for open or closed hearing? If open, the line about "knowing" there were extremists among 
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium - how do we know, who were they, etc... So I'll 
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx. 



This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

- 



"rom: vletor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas_F._VletorL 

^ent: Friday, Septem ber 14, 2012 6:48 PM 

To I |Shawn.Turner | 



Rhodes, Benjamin J;; 1 /Ij >~ S AtjjJ 



From: 
Sent: 
'o: 
o'c: 

Subject: 



riaayrSB ptembe/l4, 2012 7 :5TFM~ 

"" " 



. ReTRevised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



m coordination with CTD, wa have some concerns: 



1. The accuracy of the sentence of the first bullet point which states "On 10 September we warned of social media 
reports calling for a demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadfets were threatening to break into the Embassy.' 
And- who is the'we" that is referenced? 

2. We recommend editing the last sentence in the second bullet point to That being said, there are indications that 
Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations." 

I will be free to discuss in about 20 minutes if necessary. 



Cc: 



From: f/it 

To.-r 



of* 



Sent: FrF5epT4 19:17:51~2UT2 

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



we are taking a look and I will respond back. 



f/<< A> '■ s 



To 

Cc: 

Sent: Fri Sep 14 18:04:08 2012 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCXTalking Points for Review 



Colleagues: 

I'm told that Chairman Rogers intends to use these talking points on Sunday. 

Kindly respond to this note indicating that you've reviewed these talking points ASAP. 

Thanks, 



Wtjmt_JS£j 

Sent: Frid ay, September 14, 2012 5:20 PM 
ToJ~ 



Cc: 



r'i / srr>» 



Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 
Joileagues: 



■ 



I ■ 



From: 
Sent: 
'o: 



Cc: 

Subject: 



Friday, September 14, 2012 7:52 PM 

Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Pr ess Secretary: Shawn S Turner, 
Benjamin J.; Meehan, Bemadette; 
Sullivan. Jacob .): Adams., David S 



/3 fit*&, 
St/1 oc^t 



{Matt 



Rhodes. 



RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



On that very issue, Toria, we are waiting to hear back from the Bureau 



• Elf 



From: Nuland, Victoria J [mailto:nulandv£ 



Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM 



To: Nuland. Victoria J; NSC Deput y Press Secretary;! fid Shawn S Tu mer(£Vy f £2!fr hodes ' BenJ 3 " 1 ' 11 J -i 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



Sullivan, jacob J; Adams, David S 



I just had a convo with j and I now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members 
of Congress to use with the media. 



On that basis, I have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of 
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don't 
vant to prejudice the investigation. 

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren't doing that 
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by 
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we 
want to feed that either? Concerned... 

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here 1 

• - 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 



From: Nuland, Victoria J 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:16 PM 



To: NSC Deputy Press Secretary; L - ,j oj..? _ fewjrTumerj ^ === £^ 



Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 



Cc 



--••J vi.„ 



-Cut- <*4 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



8 



From: Adams, David S [AdamsDSC 



Sent: Friday, September 14. 2012 8:39 PM 

To: Nuland, Vict oria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary;! < ' IShawn S Turner; 



<■ /-< - IPiiodes^ ni ar r tifLikl ^ /wcs 



L*- */ fr} Ji c TZ4 7V /% ? Sullivan, Jacob J 



Cc: I c /4 & 7a 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

I'm with Toria. The last bullet especially will read to members like we had been repeatedly warned. 



From: Nuland, Victoria J 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM . = _ 

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; C/^ ahawn.TumeiP c'C" 1 ? \ 

Rhodes, Benjamin X; | /tS5 i z v // "fvss" S7Z*-?i I Sullivan, Jacob J; 

Adam s, David S 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

I just had a convo withQ^J and I now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members 
of Congress to use with the media. - • 

On that basis, I have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of 
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don't 
want to prejudice the investigation. 

- 

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we.aren't doing that 
ourselves until we. have investigation results.;, and the penultimate point could be abused by 
Members to beat the. State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we 
want to feed that either? Concerned... 



+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here 



This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 



From: Nuland, Victoria J 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 201 2 7:16 PM ■ 

To; nst npntitv Prpgs S wietgrv ; I < ' ',4 a/W I Shawn.Tumer <-/ <; Rhodes, Benjamin X; 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Are these for open or closed hearing? If open, the line about "knowing" there were extremists among 
he demonstrators will come back to us at podium - how do we know, who were they, etc... So I'll 
need answers to those if we deploy that line> tx. 

i 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Vietor, Tommy |ThomasFVietor@v 1 
RE Revised HPSC! Talking Points for Rev«ew 



We will use these too 



Original Message 

From- Nuland, Victoria J [rmlandvi® i 

September 14, 2012 08:55 PM Eastern Standard Time 
To vSor ^y; Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; ^ 
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

TheS eare points*^ ^ 
recommending them? 



$TA"TC. PA ; Nuland, Victoria J 



Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:43 PM 



Original Message 

From: Sullivan, Jacob J ^|^ 40 pM F i tern standard Time 

Sent: Friday, September 14 2012 08.4Unvit_ Nuland, Victoria J 

we have a conversation before this goes out? _ 



Rhodes, Benjamin J.; NSS,\NH P^^SS 
Subjert:^E: Re^ed HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

.W.thToria.Thela^^ 



l 



From: Nuland, Victoria J 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM Turner® ! a™ • 

To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; | oa oPA 5c CTATC ?A \ S"« ivan ' 3acob 3; 

Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N«.,WH' PtMS« >lfV * 

Adams, David S 

Cc: OA OCA ■ . 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

, m had a convo *T ' 7-nd - now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members 
of Congress to use with the media. 

want to prejudice the investigation. 

in same vein why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren't doing that 
o rser/s until live investigation results... 

Members to beat the State Department for not paying attenfon to Agency warn.ngs why 
want to feed that either? Concerned... 



+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here 



This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 



From: Nuland, Victoria J 

Sen::. Friday, September 14, 2*12 7:16 PM . ^ ^ Rhodes, Benjamin 3.; 

To: fSSC Deputy Press Secretary; _ #PA f^.^fp- 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSQ Talking Points for Review 

the demonstrators will come back to us at pod.um - how do we know, wno 
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 



From: Vietor, Tommy [ mailro-.Thomas F. Vietor@ i 
Wtt p(L&SS Nuland, Victoria 3; STWTB PA 



Subject^RE?&vised HPSQ Talking Points for Review 



FYI, Brennan will have edits. Im waiting for those. 



From:* CIA op* ' 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:43 PM RhodeSf Benja[r . - N S S ? fcC5* 

Tn; qhawn.Turnerg v - 1 ., <-r»TP sp, 

WH PRESS nulandvi@ .. SlWIt- f« 

2** RE: HPSQ Talking Points for Review 

Looping in State. I think that's a good adjustment. 



From: Shawn S Turner nM 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:41 PM pagXC 
To: c/^Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, BenjammX; NSS*WH P*&5* 

2d** RE? Raised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 
jihadists to break into the Embassy. 



From: cia 0K 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24 PM ^^555 
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; MSS , Wft rl^" 
re f iA WShawn S Turner 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Rev.ew 
Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy. 

Will send over to STATE. 

//4 tffV 



From: Vietor, Tommy [mjEojIhoma^OiM ' 
Sent: Friday, September 14 2012 6:21 PM 

To: oa d«| ; Rhodes, Benjamin 3.; N SS * W H f r^fc^ 
rr'ttk ocr^hawn S Turner 

Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Rev.ew • 

the State Department in the event that they get inqur.es. 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

the protests a. the US Embassy In Ca.ro and analysed and W ^rt O 

;=o=sTor^ 



47 



deration IS front o, Embassy CAIRO ana W. |MM ware threatening ta break into .ha Embassy. (this is ok 
in the violent demonstrations. 




;3f ? Rress^pprt|ng linked. 
* ?rship %d notbrder th&a; 

■e aimito spread -shift-* in Libya and effipji 
if Islam, accbrding:to an' open source - 



The wide availability i 
the attacks. 



,ya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of 





ientified assailants, includingithe June attack against the B 

WM had previously surveyed the US facilities, a.so contributing to the efficacy c 
. The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice 
those responsible for tr 



From:, ^ , m 4 g £ 1 

Sent: Friday, September H 2012 5:09 PM u pR g ^ 

To: Vietor, Tommy, Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N S5 , (iVrl ^» 
Cc: Clfi OCA Shawn Turner®. 
Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points ror Review 

Colleagues: 

Apoiogies ror tV- 'sy. 

Please review this revised version: 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

. The currently M information sug.es* M * ^«**«^^K3^SS 

the protests a, tha US Embassy in Cairo and evolved '^'^^S ^ analyzed and currently available 

demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihad.sts were threaten.ng to 
in the violent demonstrations. 

4 



Facets page aims ,o spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the needforjihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 

The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certain., contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. 

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of 

Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been A ^^ r ^^Z,% e cannot rule out 
by unidentified assailants, including the June ^^^ i ^^^J^^ a t^ 
that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy 

The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intel.igence partners in an effort to help bring to justice 
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 



Thanks, 

Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



5 



From: 

Sent: Friday. Septe mber 14. 2 01 2 9:1 5 PM 

To: 
Cc: 



Subject: TWrFtevised HPSCI taking points 

. ■ 

Here's where we stand as of this hour. 
Everyone has submitted coordination comments. 

The State Department had major reservations with much or most of the document. We revised the document with their 
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State. 



Q4 



of* 



t: Friday , September 14> 



Fromd 

Sent: Friday, Se] ; ; ;::2S;5? 
To: nulandvjt f 
Cc 



Subject: Revised HPSC taking points " 
Toria: 

We further discussed the HPSGI talking points with your comments and concerns ih mind. 

r he FBf did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions. 

Here's the latestversion of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP. 

Thanks, 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously 
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US 
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected 
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency 
notified Embassy Cairo, of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jlhadists to 
break into the Embassy. 

• The investigation ison-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly 
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are Indications that Islamic extremists participated in the 
violent demonstrations. 



i 



it 



Sent: 
To: 



Ce: 

Subject: 



Friday. Septemb er 14, 2012 9:19 PM 

C c If . ? ~'nulandvjl I'Thomas F. Vletorf 

A* ' '< 'Renlamin .1 .R 



'Benjamin_J.J3hodes 



]Shawn S Turner; 



■ ■- '- ■ •■I I . . " v . I 



'AdamsD: 



$ 



Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



/%/ /bus 



Just a question- but separate from the FBI concerns, has DQJ, provided input? They will have to deal with the the 
prosecution and related legal matters surrounding the federal investigation. 



From C f/j c ft 
To: nulandv£~ZZ 



knulandvj^ 



; T homas_F._VietorC 



Shawn.Tumer | ^hawn.Tur ne j 
Be niamln J. RhodesT kBenjamin. 3. Rhod esf 



3Thomas_F._VietDiC 



. : 



<SulliyanHf 



AdamsDSl ~ [<AdamsDS([J 



ISulliva nJjT 



ate. &££ r 



Sent: Fri Sep 14 19:52:25 2012 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for. Review 

On that very issue, Toria, we are waiting to hear back from the Bureau. 



C"9 



From: Nuland, Victoria 3 [mailto:nuIanaV 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM 

To: Nuland, Victoria 3; NSC Deputy Press Secretary;!" / ,^ a /!' "fchawn S TumerLi_^/V^J?hodes, Benjamin 3.; 



...■■yi ^^A- .. ^/y ^;t f . f 7 X7i At j Sullivan, 3acob J; Adams, David S 

Cc:L;.- : jc t 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

I just had a convo with ^'/l and I now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members 
of Congress to use with the media. 

On that basis, I have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of 
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we.ourselves are not making because we don't 
want to prejudice the investigation. 

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren't doing that 
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by 
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attentibn-to Agency warnings so why do we 
want to feed that either? Concerned... 



Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here 

l 



V 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 



Nu land, Victoria J [nulandvj 
Fnldax^eDtember 14, ZOYersrz* 



Re: Revised HPSCI taking points 



These dont resolve all my issues or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS. 



From: 

Salt: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM 
To: NuJand, Victoria J 



Subject: Revised HPSCI taking points 
Toria: 



We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments and concerns in mind. 

The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor, suggestions. 

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP. 



Thanks, 



HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 

14 September 2012 



• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously 
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved. Into a direct assault against the US 
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected 
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency 
notified Embassy Cairo of social' media reports calling for a . demonstration and.encouragingjlhadlststo 
break into the Embassy. 

The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly 
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the 
violent demonstrations. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the 
lethality of the attacks. 

« The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and 
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot 
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the 
attacks. 



- 7 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Nuland, Victoria J nniin ,, 
Friday, September 14, 2012 9.24 PM 
Sullivan, Jacob J 
Fw. Revised HPSCI taking points 



Fysa 



From: Nuland, Victoria J 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM 

To: OA Of* ' " 

Cc: SUU >A ; ■< . Ci « cjta , C-i R CC-A 

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points 



These don't resolve all my issues 



or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS. 



From: <- l « "P* 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM 

To: Nuland, Victoria 3 » — 

Cc: Vr* c,A. u * 

Subject: Revised HPSCI taking points 

Toria: 

We further discussed the HPSC. talking points with your comments and concerns in mind. 

The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions. 

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP. 

Thanks, 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

break into the Embassy, 
violent demonstrations. 



l 



* 



lethality of the attacks. 

eastern Libya. Since April, there have been Bmlsh AmbasS ador' S convoy. We cannot 

attacks. . 
to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 



Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



2 

So 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 



Ce: 

Subject: 



Sullivan, Jacob J [SullivanJj f 
Friday.September 14, 2012 9:25 PM 
Adams. David fi: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy P 
Turner! < '') Benjamin .1 Rhnriasl 



ecretary; 



Shawn S 



/fan ST iT^f^/zv 
Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



I spoke with Tommy. We'll work through this in the morning and get comments back. 



From:. Adams, David S 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:38 PM - 

To: Nuland, Vic toria 3: NSC Deput y Press Secretary; I C ! *_ 

<Shawn.Tume H r /-4 or* [Rhodes, Benjamin J. 

< Benjamin J. Rhodesd I /V \ sS~ 



I Shawn .Turnerfl 



r 
j 

Sul 



A/ 



Sullivan, Jacob 



inject: RE: revised ¥lPSCI Talking Points for Review 
I'm with Toria. The last bullet especially will read to members like we had been repeatedly warned. 



From: Nuland, Victoria J 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM 



To: Nuland, Victoria 3 ; NSC D ep uty Press Se cretary ; [ khawn. Turne r 1 



"hodes, Benjamin 1; 
rtda ms, David S . 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



~ TSuIIrvan, Jacob J; 



I (fir I 

I just had a convo with Grfi and I now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members 
of Congress to use with the media. 



On that basis, I have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below, and arming members of 
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don't 
want to prejudice the investigation. 

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sha.ria, when we aren't doing that 
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by 
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we 
want to feed that either? Concerned... 



-hlake Sullivan, Dave Adams here 



.■is email is UNCLASSIFIED. 



1 



ex/} c*;a 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 



Cc: 

Subject: 



Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F._Vietor 
Friday, September 1.4. 2012^2:26 ptyl 




2 



7* () P*i 'nulandv l 



[ Shawn S Turner; 



r-;: T 



rs 



RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



Given the DOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to assume we can hold on this until tomorrow? 



Origin al Message 

From: [ Fv?:i TV ^ 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:19 PM .Eastern Standard Time 
me&* oPK 'nulandviC 



'SulUvanJJ 



yietor jommy ; ' ShawnTumerf <-XfV Opft- 



Rhodes, Be njamin J.: AJ ^ <(W^s, £Jr J rVes.'S, ^jz^ PA 

>c.ti:..— Tfi j ^ ( 1^ * _ 



Cc: ex* ocA 



, /\uamsL/3 



Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Just a question- but separate from the FBI concerns/has DOJ, provided input? They will have to deal with the the 
prosecution and related legal matters surrounding the federal investigation. - 



rom: 



To: nulandyJL L <nulandyj(j 

Shawn.Turne 



Th omas FJ/ietorf 



Shawn-Turner ^ kShawn.Tum er 
Benjamin J. Rhodel l<Bemam TrTrT!rIn?<pg 



"1<Thomas F._yietor|^ 



1: Ariam<J"^ 



JcAdamsDS' 



SullivanJ3< 



Sent: Fri Sep 14 19:52:25 2012 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



On that very issue,. Toria, we are waiting to hearback from the Bureau. |gj:yjL o f A 



Q f frlShawn S Turner; | CCft Oflfe hodes, Benjamin J.; 
jSullivan, Jacob J; Adams, David S 



Rom: Nuland, Victoria J [malltomulandvjl 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM 
. To: Nuland, Victo ria J: NSC Deoutv Press Se_. 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

I just had a convo with |<frfr Off and I how understand that these are beirig prepared to give to Members 
if Congress to use with the media. 



Sullivan, Jacob J 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 



Sullivan, Jacob J 
Friday, September 
Nuland, Victoria J 
Re: Revised 



:32 PM 
nts 



Talked to Tommy - we can make edits. 



From: Nuland, Victoria J 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM 
To: Sullivan, Jacob J 



Fysa 



From: Nuland, Victoria J 

Sent: Friday. SeDtember 14, 2012 09:23 PM 

To: , C^a QP* ... 

o grate k« • . _ °^ 

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points 



S or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS. 



Fron cia 9* 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM 

To: Nuland, Victoria J 

Cc: STttTTf 



Subject: Revised HPSCI taking points 

Toria: 

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments and concerns in mind. 

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know vour thoughts ASAP. 
Thanks, 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use w 

14 September 2012 

, The currentiy avai.ab.e information suggests «^ 

inspired by the protests at the US W<£^*g£g™ information is coilected 

Consulate and subsequently its annex. Th.s assessment may c B September the Agency 

and analyzed and currently available informat.on cont.nuesto be evaluated, un P 



notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to 
break into the Embassy. 

i The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly 
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremes participated in the 



ters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the 



violent demonstrations. 

The wide availability of weapons and experienc 
lethality of the attacks. 

The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to a.-Qaeda in Benghazi and 
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against fore.gn mterests m Bengha 
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador s convoy^ We ^cannot 
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the eff .cacy of the 
attacks. 

ng with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring 
ie deaths of US citizens. 



• The US Gove 
toju 




Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



Si 



cs4 or A 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 



Co: 

Subject: 



Rhodes, Benjamin J. [Benjamin_J._Rhodes 
Friday, Septem ber 1 4, 201 2 9:34 PM 

Vietor, Tommy I - Fgx. V^^^ I *p-n ^rfr 'NulahdVJ 

S Turner. Of A- y/CAg , t)U Vire-Sg 



Shawn 



■ 



Re:. Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



All - 

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We need to resolve this in a way that respects all.of the relevant equities, particularly 
the investigation. 

There is a ton of wrong information getting out into the 'public domain from Congress and people who are not 
particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that don't compromise Intel or the investigation, we 
need to have the capability to correct the record, as there are significant policy and messaging ramifications that would 
flow from a hardened mis-impression. 

We can take this up tomorrow morning at deputies. 



From: Vietor, Tommy 

Se nt: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:26 PM 
To: 



'nul andvi 



<nulandvj_ 



pSh awaTurne i| 



J_ Rhodes, Benjamin J.; I AS 9 V^esTTiW 

| ^fa.-fg. T pfe 1 



kShawn.Tumeij car /f Qf/T 



<Su!!ivanJJ( 



tt damsDS' 



<Adamspa^ 



['SullivanJJ 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Given theDOJ equities and States desire to run some traps, safe to assume we can hold on this until tomorrow? 



Ori ginal Messagg — • 

From: 



Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:19 PM E astern Standard.Time 
To:[ C&k of W n.'nnlandvH^ ~|Vietor, Tommy; |Shawn.Turner<|" 



Rhodes, B enjamin J.;1 k) 

trt ii- vr i A a_ .Tvn » _ 



'SuUivanJJ 



Cc: | CxA- OCA) 



'AdamsDS 



Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Just a question- but separate from the FBI concerns, has DOJ; provided input? They, will have to deal with the the 
prosecution and related legal matters surrounding the federal investigation. 



From: 
Sent: 



Cc: 

Subject: 



Friday, September 14, 2012 9:36 PM 
Rhodes, Benjam in J . • Vietf jr- Jorn my: 
Sh awn S Tumerj^A 0" 





ex. W or A 



_ _ Su llivan JJ 



9 5/ 



I 'Adams 



'NulandVJ 



RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



Thanks, Ben. Looping in 



From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin J._Rnoded 
Sent: Friday, Septemb er 14. 2012 9:34 PM 
To: Vietor, Tommy; 1 _fV*s 



— — 



'AdarnsDSf - 

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



ofrVl'Nulandvj 



Shawn S Turner; 1 Ctfi- g jgfl* 



■SullivanJJ' 



All- 



Sorry to be late to this discussion. Weneed to resolve this in a way that respects ail of the relevant equities, particularly 
the investigation. 

There is a ton of wrong information getting out into the public domain from Congress and people who are not 
oarticularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that don't compromise intel or the investigation, we 
eed to have the capability to correct the record, as there are significant policy and messaging ramifications that would 
flow from a hardened mis-impression. 

We can take this up tomorrow morning at deputies. 



From: Vietor, Tommy 

Sent: Frid ay, September 14. 2012 09:26 PM 
To: | V-HX Yfr^S " 

iula. 




bqu japdv j 



~~1 e-x A- & P A I 

'Sh awn.TurneJ~ [tShgwp.Tumeil O ^Pk 
H'Sullivan Ul 

□<Ad a msBS | | psrr.^^cc 



Rhodes, Benjamin J.; I /f^^ 



<Sullivan]] T 



'AdamsDi 



Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 
Given the DOJ equities and States desire to rim some traps, safe to assume we can hold on this until tomorrow? 



: — Original Message 

From: WV?X- Vve^ 



'ent : Friday, Septe mber 14, 201: 
To: | OfL 6frV I 'nalandvj 



stern Standard Time 



Vietor, Tommy; 'Shawn-Tumei C£A Of ft- 



From: 
Sent: 
T o: 
Jc: 

Subject: 



He: Hevised HPSCI taking points 



43 PM 



Thanks f yi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) was involved and they are pursuing that theory. 



So we are not ahead of law enforcement'now: 
So are cleared to send to congress? 



Se p*- phh^w c n n g mber 14j 2012 09:14 PM 
Cc:\<xrA-\ocA- 

Subject: PW: Revised HPSCI faking points 
Here's where we stand as of this hour. 

■ • 

Everyone has submitted coordination comments. 

The State Department had major reservations with much or most of the document. Werevised the document with their 
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State. 



From: CT/t- O P4 
Sent: Friday, Spntpm h pr 14, 2012 8:59 PM 
Ttonulandyj] J. 



Subject: Revised HPSChaHng points 
Toria: 

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments and concerns in mind. 

The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a-couple of minor suggestions. 

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP. 

Thanks, 



HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 

14 September 2012 

The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously 
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US 



From: 

Sent: 

'o: 



Cc: 

Subject: 



'SuIfivaaAj 



er 14. 2012 9:44 PM 
Beniam!n_J._Rhodes[ 

T 3j 



IShawn ajurnenrZj ^^gl / j<^~ 



Thomas F. VwW 




Boyd, Dean (NSD) (JMD) 



Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



Including DOJ on the e-mail-| Pq^ | inti Dean Boyd. 



Fromj CrA 094 " 

To: Benjamin_J._Rh odesf 

<Thomas T. _ Vietoil ' 

Snawn.T umeil I <Shawn.Tu rnerl 



I 



<B9n]amin J._Rhodes 



"iN ulandvT 



1 Thomas 



J=._Vietorri 
<NulandvT 



•5>ta>Hfe. jH/j Sulliv anJj 



kSull i vanJi 



cc- i eg 4- ocj^T 

Sent: Fri Sep 14 21:36:15 2012 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



fAdamsDS! 



^AdamsDSl 



Thanks, Ben. Looping ii CX A- WQ- 



rom: Rhodes, Benjamin J. fmaifto:Benjamin J. Rhodes 1 _ J 

Sent: Friday, Septemb er 14. 2012 9:34 PM 
To;. Vletor, Tommy J F^X yrgj£.S I O fr"4-lJuland V3( 



ygj: BBS 




'Ad amsDS 

cc:| <Ufl- o^j£ 
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

All - 

'- ' 

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We need to resolve this in a way that respects all of the relevant equities, particularly 
the investigation. 

There is a ton of wrong information getting out into the public domain from Congress and people who are not 
particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that don't compromise intel or the investigation, we 
need to have the capability to correct therecord, as there are significant-policy and messaging ramifications that would 
flow from a hardened mis-impression. 

We can take this up tomorrow morning at deputies. 



From: Vietor, Tommy 

Sent: Friday, S eptember 14, 2 012 09:26 PM 




nulandvji 



< pu'and\ 



cub mfc 



'Shawn.Tumei j k SfiawnJurper j CZfi QP ^ 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

;e: 

Subject: 

| F Here's a draft note to the DIRECTOR . 



Friday. Septem ber 14, 2012 9:52 PM 



clA-o 



3 



Draf Note for Director on HPSCI TPs 



Sir - We've tried to work the draft talking points for HPSCI through the coordination process but have run into major 
problems. Perhaps as a result of the afternoon teleconference, a number of agencies have been looped in. The White 
House cleared quickly, but State has major concerns. The Bureau cleared with a few comments but asked that Justice, 
which would handle any criminal prosecution, be brought in. It is evident that will not happen tonight, and Ben Rhodes 
has asked that this issue be reviewed tomorrow morning at the Deputies' meeting. 

Additionally, Eric Schmitt of the NYT contacted us to let us know that he had spoken with Rep. Ruppersberger, who had 
given him a readout of your session. 



! 



- 

1 

fx 



cr/r oW 




From: 
Sent: 
"o: 
Jc: 


crA- OfrV 


art A mio fl-ggM 


Friday, Se 
ocA 





Subject: 
Nope 



RE: Revised'HPSCI talcing points 



Sent: Friday, September 14 2012 9:43 PM 




. JO i. 

Subject: Re: Revised HPSO taking points 
>P# 




Thanks Fyi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) was involved and they are pursuing that theory. 



So we are not ahead of law enforcement now. 
So are cleared to send to congress? 

From: cr4 



ember 1 4, 2012 09:14 PM 

ubject: FW: Revised HPSO taking points 
Here's where we stand as of this hour. 
Everyone has submitted coordination comments. 

The State Department had major reservations with much or most.of the document. We revised the document with their 
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State. 



14,2012 8:59 PM 

inn rvnnrr ^ : 



From: 

Sent: Friday,^ 
To:u, 

Subject: Revised HPSQ ujwng paps 
Toria: 

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments and concerns in mind. 
The FBI did not Jiave major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions, 
'.ere's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP. 



l 

m 







From: 


C3.fr 0?/\- 





Sent: 
"o: 
Oc: 

Subject: 



Fridgv. Septe mber 14, 2012 10:22 PM 

"cjfrpblnio— i 



FW: Revised HPSCI taking points 



f po] - attached below is the latest version of "the HPSCI talkers. I will send you another email chain with Ben Rhodes' 
comment Cheers { 4£e ft OPA- 



From c^Jr 

Sen t: Friday , Septe mber 14, 2012 9: 53 PM 
To: 
Cc: 



cxkocA 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI taking points 

Nope 



From; I QC A 

Sent: Friday, Se ptember 14, 2012 9:43 PM 

Cc: 
Suferj 

Thanks] Fyi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) was involved and they are: pursuing that theory. 



jbjecfcRe: Revised HPSCI taking points 



io we are not ahead of law enforcement now. 

- 

So are cleared to send to congress? 



From: 

Sent Friday 



cr" 



ber 14, 2012 09:14 PM 



To: 
CC: 

Subject: FW: Revised HPSCI taking points 
Here's where we stand as of this hour. 
Everyone has submitted coordination comments. 

The State Department had major reservations with much or most of the document. We revised the document with their 
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as sent to State. 

[cXrV O^k 
From: 

Sent: Friday, ~ 
To: nujandyt 



4, 2012 8:59 PM 



: taking paints 



if 



Toria: 



We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments and concerns in mind. 

The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions. 

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let.us know your thoughts: ASAP. 

Thanks, 



HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 



The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously 
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US 
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected 
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency 
notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to 
break into the Embassy. 



o The investigation is on-going as to who Is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly 
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the 
violent demonstrations. 

i 

a The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the 
lethality of the attacks. 

« The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qaeda in Benghazi and 
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot 
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the' US facilities, also contributing.to the efficacy of the 
attacks. 

- 

■ The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring 
to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 

Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 



- 

2 



UNCLASSIFIED 



HFSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with die Media 



14 September 2012 



& 



The currently available information suggests that the demonstmnons in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex.*This assessment may change as 
additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available information 
continues to be evaluated. 9n- i0 September th e Agfcucynui i fied Embassy Cain r o f s o cial 
nwriin teporta calling for a d cmonst r ation and encouraging jihadisn. tu biudi iutu the — - 
Embassy. 



€ The investigation is on-going i 
afecst«ertandy-was^jais-^4£ 



txhuiiiata partfchwtted hi the wnfent dcuiuu;.unii u u c. i 



The wfr^avaHal 
contributed to the 




ihlr for thf "f "frnccy/dthough the crowd 
wdfta ls: Thai bang said, fitere m. hTflfcaftHB flat klauiii - 



fighters in Lft 



st certainly 



I nurnerouspieces on the threat of extremists linked to al^Qaeda in 
i Libya. Sjpee'April, there have be^a'atieast five otheraasefcs against 
i in Benghaafliy unidentified assajlaflts, including die Juse^ttack against the 
fAmbassador^convoy. We cannot rule-tint that individuajs^a previously sarveilled 
i fatilm'esj-alBO contributing to the-emcacy of the ■ 



Trie US Government Is working with Libyan authorities 
to hatp bring to Justice those responsible for the deaths 




UNCLASSIFIED 



£3 



- A\ca) Pi JO 



ijmj 




UNCLASSIFIED 




From 



Subject: Fw: DDCIA tasking - IMMEDIATE - by 1100 today 
Terrorism Analysis(9/15) - coord on TPs for HPSCI 

To: 



-Date: 11/21/2012 01:47 PM 



This message is digitally signed. 



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 



director. Office of Terrorism Analysis 



Just to complete the loop. 



— Forwarded by C^A c5T/V 



>n 11/21/2012 01 :45 PM- 



From: 

To: 

Cc: 

Date: 

Subject: 



[ CJ^A- OTA 



09/1 5/2012 09:49 AM 

Re: Fw: DDCIA tasking - IMMEDIATE - By 1 100 today (9/15) - coord on TPs for HPSCI 



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 



They are fine with me, But, pretty sure HPSCI wont like them. :-) 



Director , Office of Te rrorism Analysis 



to 



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 



09/15/2012 09:47:46 AM 



From: 

Tor 

Cc: 

Date: 

Subject: 



oT Ac 



09/15/2012 09:47 AM 

Fw: DDCIA tasking - IMMEDIATE - by 1 1 00 today (9/15) - coord on TPs for HPSCI 



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Hi, 

Please let us. know if you have any comments by 10:30. 
Thanks! 



UNCLASSIFIED 



•UNCLASSIFIED 



Executive Assistant to the Dl Front Office 



— Forwarded by[ 



Jon 09/15/2012 09:46 AM 



Cc: 



From: 
To: 




Date: 
Subject 



09/1 5/201 2 0914FAM ' . , ,,„„„, 

DDCIA tasking - IMMEDIATE - by 11 00 today (9/15) - coord on TPs for HPSCI 



DDCIA requests right away internal coordination on the enclosed unclass TPs for HPSCI . Please respond 



• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and.evolved into a 
direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. 



• This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 



• The investigation is ongoing, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities 
to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 



ASAP. 




UNCLASSIFIED, 
UNCLASSIFIED 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 



14 September 2012 



UNCLASSIFIED 




UNCLASSIFIED 

================================================ 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED- 



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

r 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



From: Matthew G l . Olsen Subject: [AIN] FW: Unclassified Talking Points 

Date: 09/15/2012 11:09 AM To; MICHAEJM 

Please respond to "Matthew 
G. Olsen- . 



History: This message has been forwarded. 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



Michael -- TPs sent to Ruppersberger from ODNI leg. 



- Original Me a s age 



From: | £AJ C-TZ^y _ 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 10:51 AM 
To: Nicholas J Rasmuasen; Matthew G. Olsen 

CC:[ /f crrc^ □ 

Subject: Unclassified Talking Points 

Sirs - Hera is what we sent Heather Molino (Ruppersberger) 



It's very early, less than 72 hours since the attack. So there is a lot we 
don't know. 



As time progresses, we are learning more, but we still don't have a complete 
picture of what happened. Fortunately we have the FBI leading the 
investigation of the attack. Regrettably they have all too much experience, in 
these matters. 



At this point, we are not aware of any actionable intelligence that this 
attack was planned or imminent. The intelligence community is combing through 
reporting from before and after the attack to determine the fuli extent of who 
was involved . 



Libya is awash in weapons - unconventional weapons were stored in unsecured 
locations across the country. Following the revolution, there are still many 



UNCLASSIFIED 



£7 



UNCLASSIFIED 

well-armed militia remaining. 



Since the revolution, we have some indicators al-Qa. v ida and other groups are 
seeking to establish a presence in Libya. Remember some senior- al-Qa'ida 
members such as Abu Yahya al.-Libi came from Libya. 



We are very cautious about drawing any firm conclusions at this point with 
regard to the identification and motivation of the attackers. The IC is 
working aggressively to this end, and the FBI will continue its 
investigation. 



Unrest in the Middle Bast creates a permissive environment for terrorists. In 
the days and weeks ahead, we need to be especially vigilant in protecting our 
people. 



r 'Ncrc/oU i 

Legislative Liaison 
Office of the Director 
p_f_Natipnal Intelligence 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 




From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. 
Date: 09/15/2012 1.1:12 AM 



Pleas© respond to "Rhodes, 
Benjamin J." 



Subject: 
To: 



[AINJ RE: 

'michaelm 



Robe rtCafdilloC 



matLobem 





sullivanjl ~~ I 


mark.giuliano| 


Cc: 


C_T A- OdL~H 






Pd 


cai A Fo 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



This is good by me. 

Original Message 

From: michaejmi 
Sent: Saturday, 
To: Robert. Cardinal 
sullivanil 



[ma i 1 to : raichae j tn 

Se ptember ' 15., 2012 11:08 AJT 



jei nolii I lis a: mora 

Cc: I CJTA- OC-A /PPfr 



alanrr 
mark.g iulianc 
: monacol 



matt . olsend 

Rhodes, 3er.jamin J. 



Subject: 

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. 
know what you think. 



Let me 



--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and 
subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists participated in 
the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed and. as currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going,, and the US Government is working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens. 



UNCLASSIFIED 



§1 



UNCLASSIFIED 




From: Matthew G. Olsen Subject: [AIN]RE: 



Date: 09/15/2012 11:15 AM To: 



Gc: 



Ptease respond to 'Matthew 
G.Otean" 



•RhodeSi Benjamin J.'. MICHAEJM . Robert Cardill o. Ala n 

R Pino — JtuiUuanl| (_ I mark .Qiullanii_ I 

jcingl] _ _ lisa.monactl 



(J- fit eCA/QPA {~^q 



CLASSIFICATION: DNCLASSIPIED 



Michael — This looks good to me. 
-Matt 

*********************************** 

These are the points that ONDI leg sent to Ruppersberger yesterday afternoon 
based on his request:- 

It's very early, less than 72 hours since the attack. So there is a lot we 
don't know. 

As time progresses, we are learning more, but we still don't have a complete 
picture of what happened. Fortunately we have the FBI leading the 
investigation of the attack. Regrettably they have, all too much experience in 
these matters. 

At this point, we are hot aware of any actionable intelligence that this 
attack was planned or imminent. The intelligence- community is combing through 
reporting from before and after the attack to determine the full extent of who 
was involved. 

Libya is awash in weapons - unconventional weapons were stored in unsecured 
locations across the country. Following the .revolution, there are stall many 
well-armed militia remaining. 

Since the revolution, we have- some indicators al.-Qa ' ida and other groups are 
seeking to establish a presence in Libya. Remember some senior al-Qa'ida 
members such as Abu Yahya al-Llbi came from Libya. 

We are very cautious about, drawing any firm conclusions at this point with 
regard to the identification and motivation of the- attackers. The IC is 



UNCLASSIFIED 



10 



UNCLASSIFIED 



working aggressively .to this en*, and the -FBI will continue its investigation. 

Unrest in the Middle East, creates a permissive environment for terrorists. In 
the dayB and weeks ahead, we need to be especially vigilant in protecting our 
people. 



-Original Message- 



From: Rhodes, Benjamin. J. [mailto:Benjamih_J._Rhodes[ 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM • • 
To: MICHAEJ M; Robert C ardillo.- Ala n R Pino; M atthew G. 01 sen; 



sullivanj j[ 
lis a .monacoi 



]mark.giulianc{ 



] jcinglif 



Subject: RE: 

This is good by me. 

Original Message - 

From: michaejmOucia.gov [mailto:michaej 
Sent: Saturday, Sep fc ° -°>""- 2012 lliil 
To: Robert. Cardilld , 
Bulliv anji 



jci nglil 



alanrp 
J mark . giul iano 



lisa .monacal 



matt .olsenl 

I Rhodes , Benjamin J.; 



Subject: 

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI.. Let me 
know what you think . 

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and 
subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists participated in 
the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed and as currently available information, continues to be evaluated. 



--The investigation is on-going, 
authorities to bring to justice 



at is 
for the i 



with Libyan 
US citizens. 



-• 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 




From: Matthew G . Olsen 
Date: 09/15/2012 11:16AM 



Subject: [AIN] RE: 
To: 



Cc: 



) respond to "Matthew 
G. OSsen' 



'Rhodes,,BenpronJAMCHAEJM , -Robert Cai 

R Pi no .sull ivanjj| Imaricgiulian d 

jctngl j ~[ lisa.monaco l fr tertc 

cxh g^A/oVA | f=o"\ 



Cardillp t Alan 



Giuliano 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



Adding the. correct email for Giuliano. 
Original Message 

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjandri_J._Rhodee[ 
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM 
To: MICHA EJM; Robert C ardillo; Ala n R Pino ; Matthew G. Olsen; 

mark . giuliancj ~ 



sullivanjL_ 

lisajnonacoT 

Cc : | CTfr Ocfl/of A 
Subject: RE: 

This is good by me. 

Original Message - 

From: michaejC 



Jjcingl 



To: Robert 



irdlll 



f 



Sent: Saturday, Sept-emhfir 15 
rt^Ca 

sul 1 ivanii 

jcingl 



tmai lto : michae jn» 
2012 11:08 
alanr pl 



AH- 



mark . g iuliancf 



liaa.monacol 



matt . olse nl 
[ Rhodes , Benjamin J. 



Cc: 

Subject: 

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the' revised TPs for HPSCI. 
know what you think. 



Let me 



--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and 
subsequently its annex. There are indications: that extremists participated in 
the violent demonstrations . - 

--This assessment may change as additional information, is collected and 
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated. 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan 
authorities, to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens. 



UNCLASSIFIED 



7? 



UNCLASSIFIED 



From: Rhodes, Benjamin J . Subject: [AIN] RE: 

Date: 09A15/2012 11:25 AM To; I Robef tCardi.loi 

alanrp d >nan .olsen < 
sulllvaniil Irnarkgiuliano! 
Cc: 1 tffr o^ft" cr(VePfl 



Pfease respond to "Rhodes, 
Benjamin J. a 



P° 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



One edit for accuracy: 

--The currently available i nf ormation suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were, spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the OS {cut: Consulate) 
diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are indications 
that -extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

--ThiB assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the OS Government is working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths OS citizens. 



Original 

From: michaejmj I [mailto:michaejm| 

Sent: Saturday, Septfimhfir 15. 2012 11:08 Al 
To: R ohs r t:.Partiill 
sulliva nii 
jcinglil 



ingl 

Cc: \ eft Ljrrt- t> ? fr 



alanrp 
mark . qiuliano 



lisa.monacc 



matt . olser ^ ~ 
Rhodes, Benjamin J. ,- 



Sub j ect : 



T~t~ 



Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI . 
know what you think. 



Let me 



--The currently available information suggests .-that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the OS Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the OS Consulate and 
subsequently its annex. There are indications, that extremists participated 
the violent demonstrations. 



in 



--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 



UNCLASSIFIED 



7V 



UNCLASSIFIED 



analyzed and as currently available information continues: to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government Lb- working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths OS citizens . 



- 

UNCLASSIFIED 



7S 



UNCLASSIFIED 



\ From: Sullivan. Jacob J Subject: [AINJ RE: 

Date: 09/1 5/201 2 1 1 :26 AM To: Rhodes. Benjamin J., michaejmi Robert.Cardnio. alanrp, 




Cc 



ma ttolsen, marfc.giuliano. jcingli . Ilsa:m onaco 



Pleasa respond to "Sullivan. 
Jacob J° 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



This looks good. Two .small edits: 

1. We call it "the DS mission" or the "US diplomatic post" because it 
is not actually a- Consulate. 

2. There is a missing "of in the third, tic. 



Original Message j 

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin_J._Rhodes 
Sent: Saturd ay. Septemb er IS, 2012 11:12 AM 
To: 'micha eiii | ; Robert. Cardillo| 

matt.olsenf 
jcingli 



cxrf\ ocA 



j Sullivan,. 
liaa.monacol 



alannf 



Jacob J; mark . g iul lan^ 



Subject: RE: 

This is good by me. 

Original Message 

From: michaeii l | mailto:michaejm(_ 



Sent: Saturday, Se ptember 15 , 2012 11:08: AM. 
To: Robert . C ardillj 



sullivanll 

; I CZTfr QOft 



Cc 



alanr] 
mark. giulian' 
liga.monacd 



matt .olseiC 



Rhodes, Benjamin J. ; 



ro 



[ 6rA f-o 

Subject .- 

Per the discussion at Deputies, here, are ;the. revised TPs for HPSCI. 
me know what you think. 



Let 



— The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations 
in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US 
Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that 
extremists participated- in the violent- demonstrations . 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed and as- currently available- information continues to be 
evaluated". 

--The investigation is oh-goihg,.. and' the US Government is working with 
Libyan authorities t'o bring to justice those responsible for the deaths 
US citizens. 



UNCLASSIFIED 




UNCLASSIFIED 




From: Monaco. Lisa (NSD) Subject: [AIN] RE: 
Date: 09/15/2012 11:46AM To: 



alam 



~lrnan .olsen| 



jRob ert.Cardillcr 



hark.qiuTian 



Cc. 








F O 


crfr Fo 



Please respond to "Monaco, 
Usa(NSO)° 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



Michael - DOJ and FBI are ok with these, thanks 



Original Mucnanp- 

From: miehaejn| [mailto; ; raichaeji| 

Sent: Saturday, Se ptember 15 , 2012 11:08 AM 
To: Rober t .Cardillcj t alan rpj 



sullivanif 
jcinsliT 
Cc 



r 



mark . giuliand^ 
Ho naco. Lisa (U SD) 



matt . olsen 

Benj amin_J . ^Rhodes!" 



Subject: 



CPT> Pert Cjrftp?A Fo CIH- ro 



Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me 
know what you think. 

--The currently available information suggests that the- demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the as Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against -the OS Consulate and 
subsequently its annex. There- are indications, that extremists participated in 
the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed and. as currently available information -continues to be evaluated. 

— The investigation is on-going,, and the OS Government is working with Libyan- 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible -for the deaths OS citizens. 



UNCLASSIFIED 

78 



UNCLASSIFIED 



From: Inglis. John C. Subject: [AiN] RE: 

Date: .09/15/2012 11:58 AM To: 'Sullivan. Jacob J', Rh odes, Benjamin J. 



micheeJmL 
alarim* 



Gc: 



Robert:Cardillrj 



Imalt.nlsftnr 



F° 



, "Inglis. John C, "Flelsch. 



Please respond to "Inglis, 
JchnC? 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIRIBD 



NSA concurs with ;the content and cast of the bullets. Thanks for the chance 
to review. .-'v. 



Chris Inglis 

-Original M> 



Prom: michaejmi 



[mail to : raichae jn^ 



Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11::08 AM 



To: Rober t .CardillQ l ala 
sulliv an-H mar*. giuliahc 

Ici nqliT \ lisa.monacq 



matt . olse'i 



Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 



Cc: I CXT* VGA 



Sub j ect : 

Per the discussion at Deputies,- here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let 
me know what you 'think. •- 

--The currently available 'information 'Suggests thatSthe demonstrations 
in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the OS 
Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against- the OS 
Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that 
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

— This, assessment may change as • additional- ihf orma'tibn -is collected and 
analyzed and as. currently available 'information continues to be 
evaluated. - - 

--The investigation is on-going, and the OS Government is working with 
Libyan authorities to -bring to justice those responsible for the deaths 
OS citizens. ' 



■UNCLASSIFIED- 



7? 



6J=/V OCA 



From: 
Sent: 
T o: 
Jc: 

Subject: 



Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:03 PM 



"Re: 7~ 



Michael, 

Looks like just about everyone has concurred, 
version to the committees. 



I am standing by to forward the latest 



V/r 



DCfi 



Original Message 

From: MICHAE3M 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM 
To: Robert Card ill o; A lan R Pino; Mat thew G. Ols en; 'sullivanjj 



< sullivanii 



' Ben jaminj. 
<jci nol li 



Rhodes 



'raark.gi uliam 



I • Ilea mnnarrj 



< Bgniamin 3.~Rhode! 



< mark.eiulland 



<lisa 



Cc: 



Subject: 



TV 



monacc 



•jcingli 



Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs- for HPSCI. 
think. 



Let me know what you 



--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
-pontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved. into a direct 
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that 
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

-.-This assessment may. change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated.. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to 
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens.. 



P 



From: 
Sent: 

-c: 

Subject: 



5 



C f v 

fa turcfa vl 
crcA OCA 



T(el : 



ifember 15, 2012 12:13 PM 
MCHAEJM 



PC A 

Before going to the committees, may I please ask you to send these to the Director? He needs 
to know in advance what is going' to the Hill in his name, even if it going with the force of 
full interagency coordination. 



Cheers, 
Cheers, 




From: 



O riginal Message 



Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2812 12:02 PM 
To: MICHAEDM 



Cc: [ KtTfrP?fl 



Subject: Re: 



Michael, 

Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward the latest 
version to the committees. 



ocfr 

Original Message 

From: MICHAE3M 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM 
To: Robert Cardillo; Al an R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; 'sullivanijj 
< sullivanil| \ 'mark.gi uliam j | < mark.eiulianq 

'Benjami n 3. Rh ode sj I <Benjaroin 3. Rhodej 

< jcinglil k 'lisa.monacol I <lisa.raonacT ~ 



Tro 



jcingli 



Cc: 

Subjecci 

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI, Let me know what you 
think. 



—The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that 
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. - 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated; 

-The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to 
•ing to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens. 



1 



From: 
Sent: 
-o: 
Jc: 

Subject: 



fember 15, 2012 12:14 PM 
t^ft oc ft M ICHAEJM 



Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Ben and Jake: 

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
assault, against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are 
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

—This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

—The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working: with Libyan authorities to 
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 



Original Message 



From: 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:03 PM 
To: MICHAEJM 



t: Re: 



Michael, 

Looks like just about everyone has concurred. 
- version to the committees. 



I am standing by to forward the latest 



V/r 



ocfi 




Original Message 

From: MICHAEJM 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM 
To: Robert Cardillo; A lan R Pino; Matthew G. Olsen; 'sullivanj 
< sullivanij — . >. 'mark.eiu liano l U <mar' 

'Benjami n J. Rhod es ! 1 <Ben1amin J. Rhod 

ocinglij I 'llsa.monacj f 

Cc: \CFfi-OCft-> C%*o?fir ro, C&K FO 
Subject! * ~ 

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. -Let me know what you 
think. 

—The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
^ssault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that 
.xtremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 



--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available informatioa continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working, with Libyan authorities to 
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens. 



2 



UNCLASSIFIED 



from: Robert Cardillo Subject: [AIN] Re: 

Date: 09/15/2012 12:24 PM. T6; MICHAEJM. Alan R.Pino 

Please respond to Robert 

Canfillo - ? 



CLASSIFICATION: DNCLASSIFIBD 




I am, Michael. 

• -• 

Original Message 

From: MICHAEJM 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:20 PM 
To: Robert Cardillo,- Alan R Pino 
Subject: Fw: 

Robert, Alan- -Everyone else has coordinated and HPSCI is waiting not so 
patiently. Are you guys good? Michael 

Original M es sage • 

From: I C-XIV PPA- I 

Sent: Saturday , September 15, 2012 12:13 PM 
To : F C Si A MICHAEJM 
Cc: F*Fo [ lC.J>V-Fo| 
Subject: RB: 

Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from -Ben and Jake: 



--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the OS diplomatic post in 
Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There. are indications that extremists 
participated in the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed arid as currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is ongoing, and the OS Government is working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of OS 
citizens. 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



Original Massage 



From: C3?A 



Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:03 PM 

To: MICHAEJM 

Cc: \0£.iK P?fr . 6rA PO , 6t^pp l 
Subject: Re: 

Michael, . , 

Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward 
the latest version to the committees. 

V/r 

Original Message 

From: MICHAEJM 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM , , 

To: Robert Cardillo; A lan R Pino; Matt hew G. Ol sen;. 'sullivanjj I 



XO: rtUUCI L. L dLUllIU; rn.au riUWf .-iv* «- w • w*. w— ** ' Jr 

<sullivanjjf~ I: ■mark.qi uliano l I <ma rk.giulianc; 



Ben j am in J . Rhode sf | <Be nj amin_ J . _Rhodei 



■ jni r^gi I <i cing li | ? 'lisa.monac 

<liHa mnnacn 
Cc: 



i ■ ■ ■ ■ - 1 



Sub j jc^t-. 

Per the discussion at Deputies,, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me 
know what you think. 

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the .US Consulate and 
subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists participated in 
the violent demonstrations. 

—This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

—The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths OS citizens. 



UNCLASSIFIED 

tk 



: 



'UNCLASSIFIED 



Y 



From: | Cirft Tto l Subject: [AIN] RE: 

Date: 09/15/2012 12:32 PM To; MICHAEJM, 



Cc: 



OTA- Fo 



Pleasg resporrd to 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED. 



This is to confirm in writing: I just spoke with- Alan on the phone. Allen 
said he concurred with the TPs. 

Original Message 

From: MICHAEJM 

Sen t: Saturday, September 15, 2 012 12:19 PM 



TO: CrftopA, CfftOt-H 
Cc: CCTt FO 
Subject: Ke: 



Thanks. I will bug Robert and Alan. 



fYHmnwl 



From:L^L£P!l 
Sentj_3aturday, September 15, 2012.12:13 PM 
To: [^rtOfrfJ MXCH&BJM 

Cc= ftSjyy- F_o 1 crr^ Fo 
Subject: Rfi: i 1 ' 



Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Ben and Jake: 



--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the OS Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US diplomatic post in 
Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There, are indications that extremists 
participated in the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going, and. the OS- Government is working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of OS 
citizens. 



UNCLASSIFIED 

EKJ 



UNCLASSIFIED 



Original M essage- a 

From: fZjrt ocftl 

Sent: Saturday, September IS, 2012 12:03 PM 
To: MICHAEJH , , 



Cc : \cx:a op fir f ciftfo 



Subject: Re: 
Michael, 

Looks like just about everyone has concurred, 
the latest version to the committees. 



forward 



Original Message 

From: MICHAEJM 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM 

To.: Robert Cardillo,- A lan R Pino; Matth ew G. O laen; 'sullivanjj£ 

<ma rk ■ giul iant 
_<Benj l amin_.j .^ihodesT 



csullivanj j[ 
'Benjami n J. 
•jclnglC~_ 

Cc: 1 Cx(\ VLk 




Per the discussion at 
know what you think. 



HPSCI. Let me 



--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and 
subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists participated in 
the violent demonstrations. . 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be' evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens. 



UNCLASSIFIED 



V 



UNCLASSIFIED 



V 



From: 



OS? ft ocA 



Date: 09/15/2012 12:43 PM 



leg* ocrfi 



Subject: [A1NJ Re: 
To: MICHAEJM 



CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



Copy ... on it . 

, Original Message 

From: MICHAEJM 

Sent ' Sariirrtav — Spnt-pmhfT- 15 ,2012 12:37 PM 



t- rrfi q? a , ac A OCA 



To: 
Cc: 

Subject: Re: 



Cxfir PO i C.-C- fit FO 



I everyone has coordinated. Q?A has captured the changes below. Please 
run the points by the Director, then get them to HPSCI. I spoke to the 
Director earlier about State's deep concerns about mentioning the warnings and 
the other work done on this, but you will want to reeraphasize in your note to 
DCIA. Thanks. Michael 



Original HRHaaof 

From: CEfr t)?A 



Sent^-- Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:13 PM 



MTrHAR.TM 

cc: | era- fq I c^a-p-qI 



Subject: RE:. 

Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Ben.. and Jake: 

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were, spontaneously inspired by the. protests at the US' Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US diplomatic post in 
Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists 
participated in the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional, information is collected and 
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for tha deaths of US 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



citizens. 



Original M essage 

Frora:L*s££C^S51 • ... 

Sent: Saturday, September 15,. 2012 12:03 PM 

To: MTPHAR.TM U - 

Cc:l Cs= h 



Subject: Re: 



Michael, 

Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward 
the latest version to the committees . 

Wr_ 



Original Message- 

From: MICHAEJM 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:08 AM 

To: Robert i " - -a<n » — ^lan R Pino; Matthew a. Qlsen; 'sullivanj- 

tiuliand I '•■"^T-k.qiu.liflncr 



< sullivanj 
' Ben j am in J. Rhode j 
■ j c ingl i l I <jcing l i j 




<Ben j amin_ J . _Rho»*» 
'1 isa. monacc 




<li sa.monao 

Cc;| Clrt O^fit cTA-oM > ^cvt-Fo^ Ci:fr F^o I 
Subject: 

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI . Let me 
know what you think. 

--The currently available information suggests that, the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the OS Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault, against the OS Consulate and 
subsequently its annex. There are indications that extremists participated in 
the violent demonstrations . - * 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be . evaluated . 

--The investigation is on-going, and the OS Government is working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths DS citizens. 



UNCLASSIFIED 



From- Sullivan, Jacob J 

Saturday. September 15, 2012 12:44 PM 



jo- " Nuiand, Victoria J 



-The currently available information m^^^^^^^ direct 
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

-This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

- Tn e in ves tigatl o„ is on« an, ^ ^ aUth0rmeS * 

bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens. 



From: I £jrfl ocfr I 

Sent- -saiuraa^pt4mber 1 5, 201 2 1 2:51 PM 

-o: DAVIDHP74 r 



Cc: MICHAEJMjj taz fc pO |PPfcEr\/co5 *f£l Cjrfle Q?rV C^A oofl 

Subject: Hill. Talking Pbiffls . 



Sir • 

Here are the inter agency approved points for the Hill. They were worked through the DC 
this morning and were then shot out for final approval. As mentioned last night. State had 
voiced strong concerns with the original text due to the criminal investigation. That said, 
I understand NSS is working an all members briefing this coming week and these are a good 

starting point. . . , . 

With your concurrence we will get them to our ov ersight committees and to leadership. 

V/r. 



-The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are 
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

-This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

-The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to 
Sring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 



S™™ Saturday. Seotember 1 5, 2012 2:21 PM 

Subject: Re: SBU/CLOSEHOLD. 0800 SVTS on Movie Protests/Violence 



Please do-l have not reached out. 



Best, 
usv*J 




From: o^v)^ 

Sent: Saturday, September 15. 2012 02:15 PM 

Subject^ SBU/CLOSEHOLD: 08O0 SVTS on Movie Protests/Violence 



I'm going to email Jake on the libya points 
mFkndw. 



references below unless either of you are linked in to this effort. Pis let 



From: USufO 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 01:2j PM 

ToYRice, Susan E (USUN); »f*J DiCarlo, Rosemary A (USUN); 

iubjert:"sBU/CLOSEHOLD: 0800 SVTS on Movie Protests/violence 



^3 



• HPSCI request: Late this week, CIA Director Petraeus gave the HPSCI a "hots spots" briefing aid was asked for 
unclassified talking points that its members could use about incident in Benghazi. (Apparently NCTC Director 
Matt Olson received a similar committee from a congressional committee.) The first dra^t apparently seemed 
unsuitable (based on conversations on the SVTS and afterwards) because they seemed to'encourage the reader 
to infer incorrectly that the CIA had warned about a specific attack on our embassy. On the SVTS, Morell noted 
that these points were not good and he had taken a heavy editing hand to them. He noted that he would be 
happy to work with Jake Sullivan and Rhodes to develop appropriate talking points. McDonough, on Rhodes's 
behalf, deferred to Sullivan. !t was agreed that Jake would work closely with the intelligence community (within 
a small group) to finalize points on Saturday that could be shared with HPSCI. 1 spoke to Jake immediately after 
the SVTS and noted that you were doing the Sunday morning shows and would need to be aware of the final 
posture that these points took. He committed to ensure that we were updated in advance of the Sunday 
shows. I specifically mentioned USOfJ as the one coordinating your preparations for the shows and also 
strongly encouraged him to loop in UswP during the process. 



J; 
J 




From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 



DAVIDHP74 



ember 15, 2012 2:27 PM 



MICHAEJM; 
RE: Hill Talking Points 



n Points 1 ~> 



No mention of the cable to Cairo, either? Frankly, I'd just as soon not use this, then... 
NSS's call, to be sure; however, this is certainly not what Vice Chairman RUppersberger was 
hoping to get for unclas use. Regardless, thx for the great work - 

Original Message 

From: I c-.Cft-gH-rt| 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:51 PM 
To: DAVTDHP74 
Cc: MICHAEJM; 



CKA-Fo 


■OS>cvA fa* 


6rft t?PrV 


Cnr/V oorY 



Subject: Hill Talking Points. 
Sir, 

Here are the inter agency approved points for the Hill. They were worked through the DC 
this morning and were then shot out for final approval. . As mentioned last night, State had 
voiced strong concerns with the original text due to the criminal investigation. That said, 
I understand NSS is working an all members briefing this coming week and these are a good 
starting point. 

With your concurrence we will get them to our oversight committees and to leadership. 



--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are 
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to 
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 



--- 



9* 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 



Sullivan, Jacob J 

Saturday, September 15, 2012 2:44 PM 
Re: Libya - Unclass IC pts 



Coming your way. 

Original Message 

From: USUM 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 02:33 PM 
To: Sullivan, Jacob 3 
Cc : vj S v) 

Subject: Libya - Unclass IC pts 



la*e - understand f rem *N that you're „rking a set <"&^^£g feoffor 
Hill. If these a-going &<£*^*«- ( ° lT ViS Holver on\ne 



Many thx. 

uSurO 



l 



c ro m- Sullivan, Jacob J 

Saturdav. SeDtember 15, 2012 2:44 PM 




rw. 

Check out the below. You and ft* sho uld confirm w Ben that Susan can deploy tomorrow. 

Original Message 

From: Sullivan, 3acob 3 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2812 11:26 AM I****** 
To: 'Rhodes, Benjamin 3,' <Benlamin^_RJlod^ 

< michaein# H Robert. Cardilloft < Robert .Cardillo aiu ^ a !3h 

< alanrpfr - * matt.olsenfli <matt.olsen(a >; mark. giuliano(Sh 

<m!ririuliano@ f UsUS <jcin fi lM »4 lis^nonacoi 



<lisa.monacofti > .... 

Cc: _ A OCA _ S** 0<7 ^ 

FD •; OA f C 

Subject: RE: 

This looks good. Two small edits: 

1. We call it "the US mission" or the "US diplomatic post" because it is not actually a 
Consulate. 

2. There is a missing "of" in the third tic. 



Original Message 

From: Rhodes, Benjamin 3. fmai lto: Benjamin 3. Rhodes^ 
Sent: Saturc'ay, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM 

To: WhMtftf 3 Robert.CardilK* alanrM, jgfcffbBOl 

Sullivan, 3ECob 3; mark.Riulianqf " f Jcin^M . lisa monag g_ 

Subgect: RE: 
This is gooc by me. 
Original Message 

From: michae jr.0 [mailto:michaejm(i 1 

Sent: Saturcay, Septsmber 15, 2012 11:08 AM ^mwan 
To: Robert .Cardillor° J alanr^ J matt olsen(Si , 

mark.eiulianor j Rhodes, Benjamin 3.; ]OQgM' ^ llsa ; m °^ C0(B 

Cc: UK c-CA Ci*"*?* P° ' 

Subject: 

the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs fur HPSCI. Let « *n™ uhat you 
think. 

extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

-This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

1 



-The investigation is on-going, and the US Go—t is working with Libyan authorities to 
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens. 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 



Saturday^ 
MICHAEJM 



Re: 



Sept 



ember 15, 2012 3:09 PM 



The email has been 
V/p 



sent to the Hill. 



Original Message 

From: MICHAE3M 



To: 
Cc: 

Subject: Re: 



2912 12:37 PM 



OC'to [ everyone has coordinated. 



has captured the changes below. Please run the points 
by the Director, then get them to HPSCI. I spoke to the Director earlier about State's deep 
concerns about mentioning the warnings and the other work done on this, but you will want to 
reemphasize in your note to DCIA. Thanks. Michael 



O riginal Messa ge 

From: \~ Cs?Pr op/V 



To: cpftOoA 


MICHAE3M 


Subject : RE: 







Here's where we are with the tweaks after tweaks from Ben and Dake: 



--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
assault against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are 
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

- -This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to 
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 



O riginal Me ssage- 

From: 1 6jft PlA 
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 12:03 PM 
To: MICHAEJM 

Cc:r 



czrfi°?ft , Pe> , car A- fd 



Subject: Re: 



.•lichael. 



From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [Benjamin_J._Rhodes® 

Sent: Saturday. September 15, 2012 7:12 PM 

.o: US*W 

Subject: Ke: 



Yup 



From: gSU.N 

Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 05:59 PM 
To: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Vietor, Tommy 
Subject: FW: 

Is this the final language you want to use on Benghazi? Have short window to get her something on paper soon. 



Original Message 

From: Sullivan, Jacob J 
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 02:43 PM 

To USUNf 

Subject: Fw: 

Check out the below. You and v^hould confirm w Ben that Susan can , 

Original Message 

T rom; Sullivan, Jacob J 
ent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 1 1:26 AM 
,'o: 'Rhodes, Benjamin J.' < Beniamiri J . Rhodes®. >; 
Robert.Cardillo® <Robert.Cardillo(5 »', alanrpfoi 

< matt.olsen(c >; mark.giuliano@ < <mark.gmliano@, 

CA/r OF* 
CIA f !) 



< michaejm @ *; 

< alanrp(S >; matt.olsen®, 

>; icinelifa) 



<icineli(a > ; 



Cc:. ClA^CA 
Subject: RE: 
This looks good. Two small edits: 

1 . We call it "the US mission" or the "US diplomatic post" 

2. There is a missing "of in the third tic. 



Original Message 

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [ mailto -.Benj amin J. Rhodesfo 
y, September 15,2012 11:12 AM 

; Robert.Cardillo(Q. ajann)©- 
.; icingli@ ', lisa.monaco(5). 

Cc: . r_i* Oca dA iK"- "FO 




Sullivan, Jacob J; 



C4.A- Pi 



Original Message 

om: michaeimfS \ [ma.ilto:michaeim@ 

ent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 1 1:08 AM 
To: Robert.Cardillo@ 



; Rhodes, 



(CO 



